Morning Praise @ Home 28th May 2023
Pentecost
Opening prayer 
Blessed are you, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, you have blessed us with every spiritual blessing; enable us by your power to be true to our calling and live holy and blameless lives before you all our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen

Confession	Let us admit to God the sin which always confronts us.
Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight. We are sorry and
repent. Have mercy on us according to your love. Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us
from our sin. Renew a right spirit within us and restore us to the joy of your salvation, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen                                                   cf Psalm 51
[bookmark: _GoBack]Absolution	May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, and restore us in his image
to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Bible Readings	Acts 2: 1 – 21		John 20: 19 – 23			

Reflection from John
[image: ]CAN YOU BELIEVE THAT - It was at Pentecost last year that we were celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee looking back over a 70 years reign in which our Servant Queen had served her Lord, The King of Kings so faithfully.  She was anointed for that massive task at her Coronation and more recently King Charles was also anointed with holy oil for the same task. 
Anointing with oil always signifies the same thing – the gift of God’s own Spirit for the task in which the individual is set apart for God. We can anoint at a baptism, a confirmation and at an ordination. In my experience it is used more generally as individuals seek to offer themselves afresh to the Lord they know and serve. 

And here we are at Pentecost 2023 – 50 days after Easter recalling when the Church was anointed/born by the gift of God’s own Spirit poured out on the believers gathered in Jerusalem where they had gathered to wait for the Life of God himself to be imparted so they could do all that God would ask of them. Acts 1:8 says:
[bookmark: _Hlk135935816]You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria to the very ends of the earth.

This is about Dunamis – the power to do what God’s Kingdom requires.  That is not just kindness and compassion but signs and wonders – miracles which signify in exceptional ways that God is alive at work.
[image: ]So first and foremost, Grace is given - Power is given - and always with the same outcome in mind - it is grace and power to serve whether you are a Monarch or a disciple of Jesus Christ. That’s what Pentecost is for us - as followers of Jesus.  To be blessed and consecrated to serve. 

The Spirit anoints us that we might do the thing that God calls us to do not just with natural talent or inclination but with supernatural assistance.

Henry Chadwick, an outstanding Professor of Church History and one time Dean of Christ Church Oxford, said:
In 3 centuries Christian missionaries of no great intellectual ability but immense spiritual authority enabled the Gospel to spread and transform the entire area of the Roman Empire. 

Transformation happens NOT just by the truth of the Gospel but the power of God at work.

From York, a distinguished mediaevalist, a historian and a professor said I have to tell you that the signs and miracles that were present at the conversion of the Celts are beyond question.  Spiritual power was at work.  As a professor I have to be honest and tell you that.  As an ATHIEST I just don’t get it.  Not just the word of God but the power of God was at work. 

John Wimber - a great Christian leader - said don’t just read the Bible do it. Live it with God’s power.
[image: ]Secondly when the spirit comes on us, he helps us to be witnesses.   Not witnesses of religion or Dogma but witnesses to JESUS. When the Spirit anoints us - when we are being transformed to be like Jesus - then our words take on a new authentic ring. We are credible at least to demonstrate that Jesus is living in us and through us.

The Spirit will transform us TO BE like Jesus. We will then make an impression before we even open our mouths so that people sense there is something significant here. And then when we do open our mouths, transformed lives make sense to those who observe us.

[image: ]Thirdly, this means we are anointed to speak what God asks his Church as a whole to say – that our lives make sense because we know and follow Jesus.  The Holy Spirit promotes Jesus not himself. We can’t simply be an example as a Christian – at times we need to talk about HIM, to explain our faith and Jesus needs to be at the heart of what we say.  This is not a form of Christianity for keen individuals - this is ordinary Christianity. 

The Spirit never makes anyone incognito as a Christian. He empowers us to share Jesus in word and deed.  Look at Acts 2:  Read verses 14-17.  The Spirit came, lives were changed and Peter needed to explain what had to be said.

[image: ]Then fourthly the Spirit anoints us to go. The Spirit moves us on. Look at Acts 1:8 again.  You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria to the very ends of the Earth.  Get this.  You may live at the same address for decades but you are sent into God’s world to be on the go.  To go to school – to go to work – to move into a care home, to go to your neighbours and you are to go carrying God’s love as you have opportunity to share what you know of the Lord Jesus.

But you may go in a different sense too. You can’t stay the same as a Christian. You will find if you are growing as a Christian that your calling moves on, your life moves, on your priorities move on - because Jesus transforms us on the go. Are you stuck or are you on the move as a Christian because the Spirit anoints us to go?

When Dr David Livingstone left his missionary college the Principal asked him where will you go to serve? Livingstone answered anywhere as long as its forward.

Some Christians simply go round in circles, same old - same old - same old. Churches are the same - round and round in circles which lead to decline.  When the Spirit anoints us it’s to move forward not stand still.

[image: ]Finally, did you notice that as soon as King Charles became King there was a gap between his Coronation and his anointing. There was a gap.

Do you know that there are many Christians in whom there is a gap in their relationship with God.  Many know nothing of the truly normal Christian life - the fulness of knowing God Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Many know little of the power of God to live for Christ effectively in THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

That same Spirit anoints us to serve, anoints us to become Christ like, anoints us to speak of Christ and of a life in which he is working and to be anointed on the go to honour the King of Kings wherever we are.
Will you welcome the Spirit of God at Pentecost? Come Holy Spirit.

Affirmation of faith 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died for us and rose again?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen
Prayers of intercession 

Almighty God, heavenly Father, as we ask you this day to send your Holy Spirit, so we pray that
you might send it into all your church and throughout the world.
We pray for your church gathered here today or worshipping with us at home;
for all those seeking your Kingdom in every sphere of their lives;
for those waiting to be inspired so that the light of Jesus may shine brightly for all to see;
O Holy Spirit, come!

Transform, revive and heal society.
We pray for our local community, 
for those with whom we come into contact day by day,
in our street, our shops, schools, places of work, or places of leisure and recreation.
We ask you to inspire our culture, media and trade for the good of your Kingdom.
O Holy Spirit, come!

Transform, revive and heal society.
We pray for those who shape the values of our community;
those in education, politics, business and voluntary work.
We ask that peace, truth and justice may be the guiding principles for us all.
O Holy Spirit, come!

Transform, revive and heal society.
We pray especially for peace in Palestine and Israel; 
for their peoples, living amongst violence and uncertainty;
for their leaders, and for others with influence, that they might accept that all people have a
right to a settled, secure life of peace.
O Holy Spirit, come!

Transform, revive and heal society.
We pray for those known to us who are unwell or infirm at this time;
grant them wholeness and healing;
and for those who mourn, grant them comfort and strength.
O Holy Spirit, come!

Transform, revive and heal society.
For ourselves, in everything, Lord,
may we be selfless in service, and loving constantly.
O Holy Spirit, come!

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer	As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

Closing prayer 
God give you grace to become the people He has called you to be, that you may live and work to his praise and glory, and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us and remain with us always. Amen
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.	In the name of Christ. Amen
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